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Clothmaking

i

the royal family,1 merchants of the friendly Duchy of
Brabant were allowed to sell cloth in England and staples
were set up within the Duchy at Brussels, Louvain, and
Mechlin.2 Incidentally this throws some light on the
theoretical nature of many mediaeval laws and regula-
tions, as it is obvious that if no one might wear cloth
that was not of British make, the Brabantine merchants
would have had small sale for their goods. Either in
order to remedy the defects of the native cloths or with
the deliberate intention of building up a clothmaking
industry to compete with that of Flanders, Edward III
now adopted the policy of encouraging foreign experts
to settle in the country. As early as 1331 special pro-
tection had been granted to John Kempe of Flanders
and any other clothworkers who wished to settle in
England,3 and in 1337 the king sent Thomas de Kenelyng-
worth to bring John Belle and other clothworkers to
England.4 Later in the year protection was granted
to Nicholas Appelman, dyer, and other dyers and fullers
who had come over with him and were exercising their
trade at Winchester,5 and similar protection was granted
in 1343 to John de Bruyn, burgess of Ghent, making
cloth at Abingdon,6 while in 1352 proclamation was
made that foreign clothmakers were not to be interfered
with or compelled to join any gild ; in any town they
might elect two of their mistery to oversee the work of
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